AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRAILER CHALLENGE
The Australian Museum is launching a major exhibition in June this year: DEEP OCEANS. We’re looking for short films inspired by this theme to screen at Kino. They can be as serious or as quirky as you choose. If the Museum staff like your film, it might event be used as an online trailer for the exhibition (and net you some moolah)!

Tackle the theme head on, or use it as loose inspiration for something wildly imaginative and/or intensely personal.

Deadline: 
Deep Oceans: KINO #57 May 21st 2012  
Length: 
under 2 minutes

Screening: 
premiere your film at Kino!

Bonus: 
if your film is selected by the Australian Museum as an online trailer for the exhibition, you will receive $200 and a special invitation to the VIP launch of the exhibition. Your film will also receive significant exposure through Museum screens and online channels. A perfect way to boost your showreel!
Deliverables: 
For the kino screening you’ll need a DVD of your film with the usual Kino tag (“Kino Sydney” + screening number) at the end. To be considered by the Museum, you’ll need to provide a high-res .mov file of your film with the relevant Exhibition jpg included at the end (instead of the Kino tag). 

Get started: 
Let us know you’re taking part by dropping us a line (kino@kinosydney.com), have a read of the briefing notes below, download the exhibition jpg tag and away you go!

BRIEFING NOTES

DEEP OCEANS

If someone asks ‘what lives in the deep?’ we’d have to answer with a shrug. Because, although we’ve already found countless creatures down there, less than 10% of the deep ocean has actually been explored, and new species are discovered every time we take a look. Or, as a favourite quote puts it ‘We know more about the Moon’s behind than the Earth’s bottom!’ The Deep Oceans make up over 95% of the living space on this planet and, with a biodiversity at least on a par with rainforests or coral reefs; there’s lots of room for lots of stuff down there, and we’ve seen hardly any of it. Only two people have ever been to the deepest point in the Earth’s oceans and that was back in 1960 - more people have been to the Moon!

Far from ‘out of sight, out of mind’, the unknown is hugely attractive; people have always been fascinated by what lies beneath, from ancient mariners returning with tales of sea serpents and mermaids, to unfathomable “globsters” found washed up on beaches. Our imaginations have been filling in the blanks. Deadly denizens of the depths star in our monster movies, books and comics. While we’ve yet to find Godzilla down there, massive 500kg Colossal Squid, with tentacles full of vicious hooks do exist, and they may have friends.

New technologies are gradually opening up this mysterious realm. Over 3000 autonomous submersible robots are currently adrift worldwide, transmitting invaluable data on temperature, salinity, currents etc. every time they surface. Underwater cameras enable us to see the creatures alive and at home in the depths, rather than dead and distorted after being collected in nets. We add to our knowledge every day, but here’s still much more to be discovered.

What we do know is that these environments are already under threat. Pollution, ocean acidification, trawling and mining are all damaging the deep, though we don’t know enough to fully appreciate their impacts.

For example, deep ocean sponges contain compounds that fight cancer; the first drug made from them is just going on the market. There may be other miracle cures down there, yet to be discovered. But they could be wiped out by a trawl net before we get the chance.

The Deep Oceans are a varied, fascinating and vital part of our world. One we need to understand, appreciate and protect, before it’s too late.

The Deep Oceans exhibition allows visitors to get a taste of this enthralling world; presenting, through an innovative combination of interactive exhibits, multi-media and actual specimens, what we know and what we don’t, how we’re discovering more and why we should care.
ABOUT THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM

The Australian Museum is a dynamic institution enjoying an outstanding international reputation as a leader in science research, natural history and indigenous cultures, drawing visitors from around the world. It’s Australia’s first museum with one of the most remarkable and extensive collections of natural and cultural specimens in the country, gathered over more than 180 years and housed in a beautiful heritage building.

It’s also a global museum, using new technology to reach and excite people about the environment, heritage and culture of Australia and the wider Pacific region. We engage the public, education sector and stakeholders through our collections, community programs, events, tours, lectures, exhibitions and diverse scientific research. Our stimulating permanent, temporary and touring exhibition program helps to inspire the exploration and appreciation of nature and cultures. Exhibitions cover diverse topics, while simultaneously entertaining and educating mass audiences.


The Australian Museum has been steadily increasing its reputation with American, European and Asian museums as a venue that can successfully show large international exhibitions on cultural topics.  The current renovation of our temporary exhibition space will expand the gallery by more than 60%, providing the Museum with significantly increased visitor capacity. 
 
